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Of all the characters we meet in ספר בראשית, no one is more famous for receiving mixed 

reviews than Noach. We all know the running debate as to whether his being described 

by the Torah as a tzaddik is an objective account or only a relative one. My question is: 

What’s the evidence for the second school of thought? It’s true – the Torah does qualify 

the appellation איש צדיק by adding the words תמים היה בדורותיו – he was man of character 

within his generation. There is, to be sure, a textual inference to be made – that he was 

only righteous compared to the moral turpitude of his contemporaries. But what can we 

glean from the narrative itself? Is there something Noach does or doesn’t do, that colors 

our reading of him? 

 

At the end of the flood, there may be a clue. Noach has sent his raven and his dove. He’s 

gathered the necessary evidence to conclude that the מבול is over. And the Torah itself 

testifies to the fact that the flood had ended and the waters had receded.  

 ובחדש השני בשבעה ועשרים יום לחדש יבשה הארץ.

In the second month on the twenty seventh day of the month, the earth was fully dried.  

 

By all accounts, the flood was over. One would have expected to see Noach breaking 

down the door of the ark rushing headlong out of the boat to stand once again on the terra 

firma from which he had been away for so long. 

 

Yet the Torah’s picture of the scene is in fact the opposite: 

 וידבר אלקים אל נח לאמר: צא מן התבה אתה ואשתך ובניך ונשי בניך אתך.

Hashem spoke to Noach saying: Go forth from the ark – you, your wife and your entire 

family.  

 

He needed to be commanded to leave? What do we make of this line: צא מן התבה – Noach, 

get out of the boat. If left to his own devices, Noach would have remained in the ark?  

 

The answer – it appears – is yes. There’s a pattern that emerges from our parsha. On four 

separate occasions, the Torah tells us that Noach simply did as he was told: 

כל אשר צוה אותו אלוקים כן עשה.ויעש נח כ  

Noach did everything God commanded him – that’s what he did.  

And then again five pesukim later:  

 ויעש נח ככל אשר צוהו ה'.

Noah did everything God command him.  

 

Over and again, we find Noach following orders. No more; no less. He’s the paradigm of 

obedience. Missing from his persona is the capacity to make the first move.  

 

It’s true. In the end – of his own accord – Noach offers up a sacrifice of thanksgiving to 

Hashem. That’s why our view of him is mixed. He’s the hero of the story and he’s not 
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without virtue. To borrow a metaphor from the parsha, Noach is a character best 

described in terms of refracted colors rather than simply black or white.  

 

But, I would argue, it’s Noach’s tendency – or perhaps over-tendency – toward obedience 

– that prevents him from making the leap from good to great.  

 

The message of Noach is that to achieve a status of unimpeachable righteousness – to be 

considered not just a relative צדיק, but an objective one – requires more than just listening 

to God’s instructions. It means taking initiative and being pro-active.  

 

Sure – Noach saved himself and his own family. But why did his efforts to save his 

generation produce so little fruit? Because Noach’s was an approach of listening to 

directions rather than searching for opportunities to serve those around him.  

 

Our new Chazzan is someone who has learned well the message of the Noach saga. He’s 

not satisfied with simply acquitting himself of his responsibilities. His goal in his role as 

our chazzan is to shine – to transform the words of the siddur into notes that ascend 

directly to the gates of heaven.  

 

In preparing for the Yamim Noraim, he took the initiative to speak and meet with long-

time members to get a flavor for the unique songs and rhythms of The Jewish Center. He 

reviewed every page and every line of the davening – not so that we could say we were 

 that we’d discharged our obligation. But so that our davening would be as – יוציא

beautiful and as uplifting as it could possibly be. 

 

Chaim David’s voice has soared even as he’s been so cognizant of bringing us in and 

allowing us to sing with him. By the time yom tov was over – if you didn’t know better – 

you would have naturally assumed – not just that Chaim David had been a Chazzan for 

years – but that he’d been our chazzan for years.  

 

I think, though, what’s struck me most over these past number of weeks is the effort 

Chaim David has put into getting to know our members. On Yom Kippur we talked about 

the importance of keeping in mind and davening for the people around us. How fortunate 

we are to have a שליח ציבור who cares so deeply about each one of us.  

 

There’s a well-known parable about a king whose daughter had come of age. He wanted 

to find her an appropriate match, but he insisted on one proviso which made it 

particularly challenging: Anyone interested in marrying the king’s daughter could meet 

her only once for a short visit. 

 

One brave soul was willing to make the leap of faith. He had only spent a few moments 

with the princess, but he trusted his instincts and asked for her hand in marriage. 

Needless to say, the wedding was the grandest the kingdom had ever seen.  

 

Several months later, the new prince approached the king, his father-in-law, and 

requested that he a throw a party for the new couple. 
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“What do you mean?” the king asked. “You had such a beautiful wedding. Why do you 

need another party?” 

“It’s true,” said the prince, “you did throw us a beautiful wedding – and on my wedding 

day I was full of joy. But that joy was only aspirational. I really didn’t know my bride.  

Now that we’ve been together these past months, my feelings for her have only deepened 

and grown. The joy I feel now is not just a celebration of potential, but of the merits and 

blessings of our relationship.”  

 

When our search committee recommended that Chaim David be selected as our new 

Chazzan, the decision was unanimous. He had only spent one Shabbos with us, but we 

knew then that he was the one for us. And we were filled with excitement over all that we 

expected from him. 

 

But standing here just after having davened with him from Selichos through Simchas 

Torah – the quality of our simcha is of a different order. Of course we know that this is 

only the beginning of what we hope will be a very long relationship. But today – with 

yontif behind us – we understand so much more fully what it is we’re celebrating.  

 

In the ספרי הלכה, the poskim list many qualities that a congregation should look for in a 

chazzan. (Yes – he’s supposed to be married, but we’re working on that.) None of these 

qualities, however, is a requirement. They’re all preferences – except for one. The 

chazzan must absolutely be: מרוצה לקהל – he has to be beloved by his congregation. 

 

In a very short time, Chaim David has demonstrated that he is possessed of this special 

quality.  

 

Both personally and for The Jewish Center, I’m profoundly grateful that Chaim David is 

our new chazzan. And I hope that he will elevate us and our tefillah for many years to 

come.  

 

 

 


